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Why is it important to have these policies?

An insurance policy can protect you from the 
hazards of normal life, from floods and fires to 
car accidents and life-threatening illnesses. You 
can’t stop disasters from happening, but a good 
insurance policy can provide financial coverage 
for these unexpected expenses.

Insurance is a crucial part of financial 
security, protecting individuals and families 
from unexpected expenses and risks. In 
Delaware, several types of insurance are highly 
recommended and in some cases, required to 
safeguard your health, assets, and future. Here’s 
a look at the essential insurance policies every 
Delaware resident should consider.

To find out more about 
insurance policies continue 

to page 2

Insurance 
Policies Everyone 
Should Have



Long Term Disability

Many ignore the risk of long-term 
disability (LTD), assuming it won’t 
happen to them. However, relying 
on hope isn’t a strategy. A good 
disability policy ensures financial 
stability, covering enough to 
maintain your lifestyle if you can’t 
work.

LTD insurance typically replaces 
50–60% of your salary after short-
term disability ends. Benefits 
require proof of disability after 
the policy is issued and a waiting 
period. Medical documentation, 
usually verified by a physician, is 
needed for approval.

Life Insurance

Life insurance protects the people 
who are financially dependent 
on you. If your parents, spouse, 
children, or other loved ones 
would face financial hardship 
if you died, you should place 
life insurance high on your list of 
priorities. 

Think about how much you earn 
each year (and the number 
of years you plan to remain 
employed), and purchase a 
policy to replace that income 
in the event of your untimely 
demise.

Auto Insurance

Some level of automobile 
insurance is required by law in 
most places. Even if you are 
not required to have it, and 
you are driving an old clunker 
that has been paid off for 
years, automobile insurance is 
something you shouldn’t skip. 

If you are involved in an accident 
and someone is injured or their 
property is damaged, you may 
be subject to a lawsuit that could 
cost you everything you own. 

Homeowners Insurance

Replacing your home is an 
expensive proposition. Having the 
right homeowners insurance can 
make the process less difficult. 

When shopping for a policy, 
look for one that covers the 
replacement of the structure and 
the contents, in addition to the 
cost of living somewhere else 
while your home is repaired. 

Health Insurance

The soaring cost of medical care 
is reason enough to make health 
insurance a necessity. Even a 
simple visit to the family doctor 
can result in a hefty bill. More 
serious injuries that result in a 
hospital stay can generate a bill 
that tops the price of a one-week 
stay at a luxury resort. Injuries that 
require surgery can quickly rack 
up five-figure costs.

Although the cost of health 
insurance is a financial burden for 
just about everyone, the potential 
cost of not having coverage is 
much higher. 
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There are always plenty of 
different insurances that can 
help keep you covered in 
times of crisis. These are just a 
few we would like to highlight.

If you still need more 
information on the any of 
the following or any other 
insurance related matter just 
give us a call.

(302) 674-7300
insurance.delaware.gov



A Friendly Rivalry
At the Delaware Department of Insurance, we’re 
passionate about insurance—and football! To 
celebrate the Super Bowl, the Sunshine Committee 
organized a themed lunch hour filled with classic 
stadium snacks for our team of would-be quarterbacks 
to enjoy.

DOI associates showed up in jerseys representing their 
favorite teams, and maybe some friendly trash talk 
may have been said as many of our office workers 
supported their east coast Eagles. At the end of the 
day it was nothing but love all around because while 
their sports loyalties may differ, the shared love for good 
food brought everyone together over hot dogs and 
nachos.

How to Protect your House from Winter Weather
We bundle up in warm coats, gloves, and scarves when 
winter temperatures strike. Your home needs extra care 
and protection, too. Cold conditions can increase the risk 
of damage to your roof, interior, and plumbing.  

Several risks could occur during the winter. Here’s what you 
can do to protect your home from damage: 

•	 Cut branches that are dead, dying, diseased, or 
broken. Make sure there aren’t any tree limbs hanging 
over your home or cars.  

•	 Make sure your roof has passed a professional 
inspection.  

•	 Use a long-handled “roof rake” to remove snow from 
your roof.  

Pipes can freeze and burst in extreme temperatures. 
Interior and exterior pipes, such as irrigation lines and 
garden hoses still attached to the home, are all at risk. If 
you live in a typically warm climate, your interior pipes may 
not be well insulated and may not withstand rare below-
freezing temperatures. Always be cautious when you 
expect freezing temperatures in your area.

The DOI 
Corner
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Our Mission
Protecting Delawareans 
through regulation and 

education while providing 
oversight of the insurance 

industry to best serve 
the public.

The consumer comes first.
Our office is here to help if you have 

questions about or problems with 
your insurance coverage or insurance 

company.

Questions about insurance or complaints 
about an insurance company or insurance 

agent can be made to the Consumer 
Services Division by phone, by fax, by 

letter, by email or with an online complaint 
form.

Phone: 302-674-7300

Fax: 302-739-6278

consumer@delaware.gov

Got a Question? Give Us a Call.

The insurance market is constantly evolving, with 
new policies, regulations, and industry trends 
emerging regularly. We know with everything 
happening right now it’s more confusing than ever. 
Staying informed is essential for consumers and 
businesses to ensure they have the right coverage 
and understand their rights. Fortunately, the 
Delaware Department of Insurance is a valuable 
resource for keeping up with these changes and 
making informed insurance decisions.

Navigating the ever-changing insurance market 
doesn’t have to be complicated. By staying 
connected with the Delaware Department of 
Insurance, you can ensure you’re always informed 
about new policies, regulations, and consumer 
protections. Whether you need guidance, updates, 
or assistance with a dispute, the DOI is your go-to resource for all things insurance in 
Delaware.

Would you like to learn more about specific insurance topics? Contact the Delaware 
Department of Insurance today!

Trinidad Navarro
Delaware Insurance Commissioner


